
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
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				Usenet: The very first plat-form for online posting.

			

		

		
			
				After its release in 2005, meme sharing changed drastically.

			

		

		
			
				Memes have been a part of the 21st century almost since the be-ginning. Originally coined in 1976, the phrase meme was used by Richard Dawkins to describe how ideas are spread, replicate, and evolve. Later, in 1993, an issue of the Wired magazine got the ball rolling by using the word meme for ideas replicated on the Internet, which had just turned 10 years old. At the time, social media was not nearly as widespread as it is today, so memes were commonly shared through imageboards and small messaging platforms, such as Usenet. Usenet was home to short video clips which were shared from one person to another, but was eventually replaced by YouTube in 2005, which is now one of the largest platforms for hosting videos and meme content creators. 
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				The most widespread memes during the first decade of the 21st century were image macros.

			

		

		
			
				Memes today are made from popular format, such as this one featuring Kanye West.

			

		

		
			
				At first, memes consisted entirely of short image macros, with impact font text on the top and bottom of the image. Memes created during this time period often lasted a long time, and would circulate around the internet for weeks or even months before dying off. It is around this time that some of the most distinct set of image macros would show up, such as the advice animals (Typically some animal’s head set on a rainbow background) and Bad Luck Brian. Pepe the Frog was also created in this time, and was spread through a new image-board called 4chan as well as a new social media site called Tumblr. Different variants of Pepe the Frog were created and traded, with nicer looking frogs being referred to as Rare Pepe’s. 
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				Memes eventually evolved into ‘dank’ memes, which are the majority of the memes that we see on the internet today. These memes tend to have a much shorter lifespan, and as a result we see new dank memes on a weekly, or sometimes daily basis. Although they are much stranger than the older memes, they are often rooted in real life in some way or another. Many dank memes are created from funny scenes in movies or television shows, and other memes are created through real life events. For example, the meme ‘They did surgery on a grape’ was created after the release of the Da Vinci surgical system, where a YouTube video showcased the precision of the machine using a grape. Out of context, the phrase ‘They did surgery on a grape’ was so bizarre that the Internet took ahold of it immediately. 

			

		

		
			
				These types of memes will continue to be created for as long as the internet stands, and we will continue to see new meme formats and trends in the future. After all, the internet is still relatively new to the world, and its culture will only grow by the day. 

			

		

		
			
				Abstract memes like this dominate the Internet.

			

		

		
			
				Thanos, an evil villain from the Avengers series, has made its way into many dank memes.
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				BETTER TECHNOLOGY

				FASTER SPEEDS

				MORE MEMES
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				UNLIMITED FAST

				INTERNET

				STARTING AT $49.99

			

		

		
			
				REGULAR

				$49.99

				FAST

				$69.99

				ULTRA

				$89.99
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				top 10 memes of the decade

			

		

		
			
				Matt Furie’s legendary Pepe the Frog was created through a comic called Boy’s Club in 2005. Now, Pepe can be seen in various Twitch streams and imageboards.
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				The internet has always been a fan of cute pet pictures, and the Doge meme is no different. Doge is often seen with small lines of text surrounding him or in photoshops.
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				After Stefan Karl Steffanson passed away in 2018 due to cancer, the Internet made this meme explode in popularity. He originally gained fame through acting.
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				This meme also started out as a reaction image, posted to pay honors or respects. It has evolved to the point where users will simply type the letter F.
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				Loss became a meme after the 2010 web-comic Ctrl+Alt+Del. Nowadays, it is absolute-ly bizarre, and to the average person simply looks like an array of sticks.
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				6.

			

		

		
			
				One of the earlier memes of the internet, the Rager and Troll face memes have been used in imageboards as reaction images. 
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				Having been a meme for nearly a decade, Ricardo Milos has been featured in YouTube videos for his dancing and seemingly is an infallible part of internet culture.
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				Andras Arato seems to be everywhere in his memes, which are referred to as Hide the Pain Harold. His constant look of despair has spread like wildfire over the Internet.
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				Harambe the Gorilla started out in Browns-ville Zoo in Gladys, Texas. He gained fame after the gorilla was executed due to the unfortunate death of a child.
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				The everlasting confusion of Drew Scanlon in this meme has been a vital meme on the internet for quite a while. It can be used as its own meme format or photoshopped. 
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				types of memes

			

		

		
			
				text-based memes

			

		

		
			
				image-based memes
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				These memes are typically one or two-liner jokes, and are most often found on Twitter and Tumblr.

			

		

		
			
				The most common type of meme, image based memes are found on virtually every social media site. They tend to be based of real life events or movies.
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				deepfried memes

			

		

		
			
				surreal memes
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				Usually found on niche imageboards, these memes heavily incorporate irony as well as various photoshop effects to reach their desired outcome.

			

		

		
			
				Also found on niche imageboards. These type of memes seemingly have no context and are difficult to desire. Some surreal memes simply have no purpose at all.
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				meme lifetime: an analysis

			

		

		
			
				Everyone knows that a meme is not permanent. After a while, the same repeated joke will of course lose its audience. However, some memes last much, much longer than others. Take for example Bad Luck Brian, which spiked in usage at around summer of 2012. This meme was used for nearly a year and a half before fading out of style. On the other hand, more recent memes such as the Mr. Krabs meme have faded out almost immediately, over the course of just a few days. What exactly is it that causes some memes to last longer than others? Are some memes just better than others? Funnier? More relatable? The answer may not actually be any of these. Sure, the relatability and the humor aspects of a meme definitely have an impact, but it’s not the main reason that some memes last much longer than others.
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				There are a few insights as to why a particular meme dies. Elena Cresci from The Guardian said that “When it comes to memes, there’s a rule: It is dead as soon as the think pieces come out.” She continues, saying “when memes go mainstream it means they’re not funny anymore. Memes are just in-jokes between people on the internet, and everyone knows jokes are much less funny one you’ve explained them.” Trends from the three memes in the chart indicate that older memes tended to last longer than new memes. This is most likely a direct result of new methods of meme sharing and commu-nication, especially since networking is much faster these days with smartphones. Since we as a civilization are communicating at an ever increasing rate, memes become older quickly. As we reach greater heights in technology, memes will see shorter lifespans, and its possi-ble that memes could fade away in just hours after conception.
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				These three memes had many variations, and lasted a different amount of time. Bad Luck Brian lasted the longest of these three.
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				“I’m a person who tries not to have regrets.” - Rick Astley
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